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RAMBLES AND RECOLLECTIONS.

CHAPTER 1.

PINDAREE BYSTEM—CHARACTE'R OF THE MAHRATTA ADMINIS-
TRATION-—CAUSE OF THEIR DISLIKE TO THE PARAMOUNT
POWER.

THE attempt of the Marquis of Hastings to rescue
India from that dreadful scourge, the Pindaree
system, involved him in a war with all the great
Mahratta states except Gwalior; that is, with the
Peshwa at Poonah, Holcar at Indore, and the Ghosla
at Nagpore; and Gwalior was prevented from join-
ing the other states in their unholy league against us,
only by the presence of the grand division of the army
under the personal command of the marquis, in the
immediate vicinity of his capital. It was not that these
chiefs liked the Pindarees, or felt any interest in their
welfare ; but because they were always anxious to
ccrush that rising paramount authority, which had the
power, and had always manifested the will, to inter-
pose and prevent the free indulgence of their preda-
tory habits—the free exercise of that weapon, a

VOL. II B
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standing army, which the disorders incident upon the
decline and fall of the Mahomedan empire had put
into their hands; and which a continued series of
successful aggressions upon their neighbours could
alone enable them to pay or keep under control.
They seized with avidity any occasion of quarrel with
the paramount power which seemed likely to unite
them' all in one great effort to shake it off; and they
are still prepared to do the same, because they feel
that they could easily extend their depredations if
that power were withdrawn ; and they know no other
road to wealth and glory but such successful depre-
dations. Their ancestors rose by them, their states
were formed by them, and their armies have been
maintained by them. They look back upon them
for all that seems to them honourable in the history
of their families. Their bards sing of them in all
their marriage and funeral processions; and as their
imaginations kindle at the recollection, they detest
the arm that is extended to defend the wealth and the
industry of the surrounding territories from their grasp.
As the industrious classes acquire and display their
wealth in the countries around, during a long peace,
under a strong and settled government, these native
chiefs, with their little disorderly armies, feel pre-
cisely as an English country gentleman would feel
with a pack of fox-hounds, in a country swarming
with foxes, and without the privilege of hunting
them. ‘

Their armies always took the auspices and set out
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kingdom taking (Moolk Geeree) after the Duseyra,
in November, every year, as regularly as English
gentlemen go partridge shooting on the 1st of Sep-
tember; and I may here give as a specimen, the
excursion of Jean Baptiste Feloze, who sallied forth
on such an expedition, at the head of a division of
Scindhea’s army, just before this Pindara war com-
menced. From Gwalior he proceeded to Kurdwlee,
and took from the chief of that territory the district
of Subulghur, yielding four lacks of rupees yearly.
He then took the territory of the Rajah of Chun-
deylee, Morepylad, one of the oldest of the Bundel-
cund chiefs, which then yielded about seven lacks of
rupees, but now yields only four. The Rajah got an
allowance of forty thousand rupees a year. He then
took the territories of the Rajahs of Ragooghur and
Bujrungur, yielding three lacks a year ; and Baha-
dergur yielding two lacks a year; and the three
princes get fifty thousand rupees a year for sub-
sistence among them. He then took Lopar, yield-
ing two lacks and a half, and assigned the Rajah
twenty-five thousand. He then took Gurha Kotah,
whose chief gets subsistence from our government.
Baptiste had just completed his kingdom-taking ex-
pedition, when our armies took the field against the
Pindarees ; and on the termination of that war, in
1817, all these acquisitions were confirmed and gua-
ranteed to his master, Scindhea, by our government.
It cannot be supposed that either he or his army can
ever feel any great attachment towards a paramount
B 2
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authority, that has the power and the will to inter-
pose, and prevent their indulging in such sporting
excursions as these, or auy great disinclination to
take advantage of any occasion that may seem likely
to unite all the native chiefs in a common effort to
crush it. The Nepalese have the same feeling as the
Mabhrattas in a still stronger degree, since their king-
dom-taking excursions had been still greater and
more successful ; and being all soldiers from the same
soil, they were easily persuaded, by a long series of
successful aggressions, that their courage was superior
to that of all other men.*

In the year 1833, the Gwalior territory yielded a
net revenue to the treasury of ninety-two lacks of
Tupees, after disbursing all the local costs of the civil
and fiscal administration of the different districts, in
officers, establishments, charitable institutions, reli-
gious endowments, military fiefs, &c. In the re-
mote districts, which are much infested by the pre-

* On the coronation or installation of every new prince of the
house of Scindhea, orders are given to plunder a few shops in the
town as a part of the ceremony; and this they call or consider * tak-
ing the auspices.” Compensation is supposed to be made to the
proprietors, but rarely is made. I believe the same auspices are
taken at the installation of a new prince of every other Mahratta
house. The Mogul invaders of India were, in the same manner,
obliged to allow their armies to take the auspices in the sack of a
few towns, though they had surrendered without resistance.
They were given up to pillage as a religious duty! Even the
accomplished Baber was obliged to concede this privilege to his
army.
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datory tribes of Bheels, and in consequence badly
peopled and cultivated, the net revenue is estimated
to be about one-third of the gross collections; but
in the districts near the capital, which are tole-
rably well cultivated, the net revenue brought to -
the treasury is about five-sixths of the gross collec-
tions ; and these collections are equal to the whole
annual rent of the land: for every man by whom the
land is held or cultivated is a mere tenant at will, -
liable every season to be turned out, to give place to
any other man that may offer more for the holding.
There is nowhere to be seen upon the land any
useful or ornamental work, calculated to attach the
people to the soil, or to their villages; and as hardly
any of the recruits for the regiments are drawn from
the peasantry of the country, the agricultural classes
have nowhere any feeling of interest in the welfare
or existence of the government. I am persuaded
that there is not a single village in all the Gwalior
dominions in which nine-tenths of the people would
not be glad to see that government destroyed, under
the persuasion, that they could not possibly have a
worse, and would be very likely to find a better.

The present force at Gwalior consists of three re-
giments of infantry, under Colonel Alexander; six
under the command of Apajee, the adopted son of
the late Bala Bae; eleven under Colonel Jacobs
and his son; five under Colonel Jean Baptiste
Feloze; two under the command of the Mamoo
Sahib, the maternal uncle of the Maha Rajah ; three:

.
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in what is called Baboo Bowlee’s camp; in all thirty
regiments, consisting, when complete, of six hundred
men each, with four field-pieces. The Jinsee, or
_ artillery, consists of two hundred guns of different
calibre. There are but few corps of cavalry, and
these are not considered very efficient, I believe.
Robbers and murderers of all descriptions have
always been in the habit of taking the field in India
immediately after the festival of the Duseyra, at the
end of October, from the sovereign of a state at the
head of his armies, down to the leader of a little
band of pickpockets from the corner of some obscure
village. All invoke the Deity, and take the auspices
to ascertain his will, nearly in the same.way; and
all expect that he will guide them successfully
through their enterprises, as long as they find the
omens favourable. No one among them ever dreams
that his undertaking can be less acceptable to the
Deity than that of another, provided he gives him
the same due share of what he acquires in his thefts,
his robberies, or his conquests,’in sacrifices and offer-
ings upon his shrines, and in donations to his priests.
Nor does the robber often dream that he shall be con-
sidered a less respectable citizen by the circle in which
he moves than the soldier, provided he spends his in-
come as liberally, and discharges all his duties in his
relations with them as well ; and this he generally
does to secure their good will, whatever may be the
character of his depredations upon distant circles of
society and communities. The man who returned

@
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to Oude, or Rohilcund, after a campaign under a
Pindaree chief, was as well received as one who re-
turned after serving one under Scindhea, Holear,
or Runjeet Sing. A friend of mine one day asked
a leader of a band of Dacoits, or banditti, whether
they did not often commit murder. “ God forbid,”
said he, “ that we should ever commit murder; but
if people choose to oppose us, we of course strike and
kil ; but you do the same. I hear that there is now
a large assemblage of troops in the upper provinces
going to take foreign countries ; if they are opposed,
they will kill people. We only do the same!”
The history of the rise of every nation in the world
unhappily bears out the notion that princes are only
robbers upon a large scale, till their ambition is
curbed by a balance of power among nations.

On the 25th we came on to Dhumeela, fourteen
miles, over a plain, with the range of sandstone hills
on the left, receding from us to the west; and that
on the right receding still more to the east. Here
and there were some insulated hills, of the same forma-
tion, rising abruptly from the plain to our right. All
the villages we saw were built upon masses of this
sandstone rock, rising abruptly at intervals from the
surface of the plain, in horizontal strata. These
hillocks afford the people stone for building, and
great facilities for defending themselves against the
inroads of freebooters. There is not, I suppose, in
the world, finer stone for building than these sand-

stone hills afford ; and we passed a great many carts
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carrying them off to distant places, in slabs or flags
from ten to sixteen feet long, two to three feet wide,
and six inches thick. They are white, with very
minute pink spots, and of a texture so very fine, that
they would be taken for indurated clay, on a slight
inspection. The houses of the poorest peasants are
here built of this beautiful freestone, which, after
two hundred years, looks as if it had been quarried
only yesterday. :

About three miles from our tents we crossed over
the little river Ghorapuchar, flowing over a bed of
this sandstone. The soil all the way very light, and
the cultivation scanty and bad. Except within the
enclosures of men’s houses, scarcely a tree to be any-
where seen to give shelter and shade to the weary
traveller; and we could find no ground for our camp
with a shrub to shelter man or beast. All are swept
away to form gun-carriages for the Gwalior artillery,
with a philosophical disregard to the comforts of the
living, the repose of the dead, who planted them with
a view to a comfortable berth in the next world, and
to the will of the gods to whom they are dedicated.
There is nothing left upon the land, of animal or
vegetable life, to animate or enrich it; nothing of
stock but what is necessary to draw from the soil an
annual crop, and which looks to one harvest for its en-
tire return. The sovereign proprietor of the soil lets it
out by the year, in farms or villages, to men who de-
pend entirely upon the year’s return for the means
of payment. He, in his turn, lets the lands in detail
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to those who till them, and who depend for their
subsistence, and for the means of paying their rents,
upon the returns of the single harvest. There is no
manufacture anywhere to be seen, save of brass pots
and rude cooking utensils; no trade or commerce,
save in the transport of the rude produce of the land,
to the great camp at Gwalior, upon the backs of
bullocks, for want of roads fit for wheeled carriages.
No one resides in the villages, save those whose
labour is indispensably necessary to the rudest tillage,
and those who collect the dues of government, and
are paid upon the lowest possible scale. Such is the
state of the Gwalior territories in every part of India
where I have seen them. The miseries and misrule
of the Oude, Hydrabad, and other Mahomedan go-
vernments, are heard of everywhere, because there
are, under those governments, a middle and higher
class upon the land to suffer and proclaim them ;
but those of the Gwalior state are never heard of,
because no such classes are ever allowed to grow up
upon the land. Had Russia governed Poland, and
Turkey Greece, in the way that Gwalior has governed
her conquered territories, we should never have heard
of the wrongs of the one or the other.

In my morning’s ride, the day before I left Gwalior,
I saw a fine leopard standing by the side of the most
frequented road, and staring at every one who
passed. It was held by two men, who sat by and
talked to it as if it had been a human being. I
thought it was an animal for show, and I was about
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to give them something, when they told me that
they were servants of the Maha Rajah, and were
training the leopard to bear the sight and society of
man. “It had,” they said, “ been caught about three
months ago in the jungles, where it could never bear
the sight of man, or of any animal that it could not
prey upon; and must be kept upon the most fre-
quented road till quite tamed. Leopards taken
when very young would,” they said, “ do very well
as pets, but never answered for hunting; a good
leopard for hunting must, before taken, be allowed
to be a season or two providing for himself, and
living upon the deer he takes in the jungles and
plains.”
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CHAPTER II.

DHOLEPORE, CAPITAL OF THE JAT CHIEFS OF GOHUD—CON-
SEQUENCE OF OBSTACLES TO THE PROSECUTION OF ROB-
BERS.

ON the morning of the 26th we sent on one tent,
with the intention of following it in the afternoon ;
but about three o’clock a thunder-storm came on so
heavily, that I was afraid that which we occupied
would come down upon us; and putting my wife
and child in a palankeen, I took them to the dwell-
ing of an old Byragee, about two hundred yards from
us. He received us very kindly, and paid us many
compliments about the honour we had conferred upon
him. He was a kind and, I think, a very good old
man, and had six disciples who seemed to reverence
him very much. A large stone image of Hoonoomin,
the monkey god, painted red, and a good store of
buffalos, very comfortably sheltered from the ¢ piti-
less storm,” were in an inner court. The peacocks in
dozens sought shelter under the walls and in the tree
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that stood in the courtyard; and I believe that they
would have come into the old man’s apartments had
they not seen our white faces there. I had a
great deal of talk with him, but did not take any
notes of it. These old Byragees, who spend the
early and middle periods of life as disciples in pil-
grimages to the celebrated temples of their god
Vishnu, in all parts of India, and the latter part of
it as high priests or apostles, in listening to the re-
ports of the numerous disciples employed in similar
wanderings, are perhaps the most intelligent men in
the country. They are from all the castes and classes
of society. The lowest Hindoo may become a
Byragee, and the very highest are often tempted to
become so; the service of the god to which they
devote themselves levelling all distinctions. Few of
them can write or read, but they are shrewd ob-
servers of men and things, and often exceedingly
agreeable and instructive companions to those who
understand them and can make them enter into un-
reserved conversation. Our tent stood out the storm
pretty well, but we were obliged to defer our march
till next day. On the afternoon of the 27th we
went on twelve miles, over a plain of deep alluvion,
through which two rivers have cut their way to the
Chumbul; and, as usual, the ravines along their
banks are deep, long, and dreary.

About half way we were overtaken by one of the
heaviest showers of rain I ever saw; it threat-
ened us from neither side, but began to descend from
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an apparently small bed of clouds directly over our
heads, which seemed to spread out on every side as
the rain fell, and fill the whole vault of heaven with
one dark and dense mass. The wind changed fre-
quently; and in less than half an hour the whole
surface of the country over which we were travelling
was under water. This dense mass of clouds passed
off in about two hours to the east ; but twice, when
the sun opened and beamed divinely upon us in a
cloudless sky to the west, the wind changed suddenly
round, and rushed back angrily from the east, to fill
up the space which had been quickly rarified by the
genial heat of its rays, till we were again enveloped
in darkness, and began to despair of reaching any
human habitation before night. Some hail fell
among the rain, but not large enough to hurt any
one. The thunder was loud and often startling to
the strongest nerves; and the lightning vivid and
almost incessant. We managed to keep the road
because it was merely a beaten pathway below the
common level of the country, and we could trace it
by the greater depth of the water, and the absence
of all shrubs and grass. All roads in India soon
become water-courses—they are nowhere metalled ;
and, being left for four or five months every year
without rain, their soil is reduced to powder by
friction, and carried off by the winds over the sur-
rounding country. I wason horseback, but my wife
and child were secure in a good palankeen that
sheltered them from the rain. The bearers were
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obliged to move with great caution and slowly, and
I sent on every person I could spare that they might
keep moving, for the cold blast blowing over their
thin and wet clothes seemed intolerable to those who
were idle. My child’s playmate, Gholab, a lad of
about ten years of age, resolutely kept by the side of
the palankeen, trotting through the water with his
teeth chattering as if he had been in an ague. The
rain at last ceased, and the sky in the west cleared
up beautifully about half an hour before sunset.
Little Gholab threw off his stuffed and quilted vest,
and got a good dry English blanket to wrap round
him from the palankeen. We soon after reached a
small village, in which I treated all who had remained
with us to as much coarse sugar (goor) as they could
eat ; and as people of all castes can eat of sweet-
meats from the hands of confectioners without pre-
judice to their caste, and this sugar is considered to
be the best of all good things for guarding against
colds in man or beast, they all ate very heartily, and
went on in high spirits. As the sun sank before us
on the left, a bright moon shone out upon us from
the right, and about an hour after dark we reached
our tents on the north bank of the Kooaree river,
where we found an excellent dinner for ourselves,
and good fires, and good shelter for our servants.
Little rain had fallen near the tents, and the river
Kooaree, over which we had to cross, had not for-
tunately much swelled; nor did much fall on the
ground we had left; and as the tents there had been
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struck and laden before it came on, they came up the
next morning early, and went on to our next ground.

On the 28th, we went on to Dholepore, the capital
of the Jit chiefs of Gohud, on the left bank of the
Chumbul, over a plain with a variety of crops, but
not one that requires two seasons to reach maturity.
The soil excellent in quality and deep, but not a tree
anywhere to be seen, nor any such thing as a work
of ornament or general utility of any kind. We
saw the fort of Dholepore at a distance of six miles,
rising apparently from the surface of the level plain ;
but in reality situated on the summit of the opposite
and high bank of a large river, its foundation at least
one hundred feet above the level of the water. The
immense pandemonia of ravines that separated us
from this fort, were not visible till we began to descend
into them some two or three miles from the bed of
the river. Like all the ravines that border the
rivers in these parts, they are naked, gloomy, and
ghastly, and the knowledge that no solitary traveller
is ever safe in them, does not tend to improve the im-
pression they make upon us. The river is a beautiful
clear stream, here flowing over a bed of fine sand with
a motion so gentle, that one can hardly conceive it
is she who has played such fantastic tricks along the
borders, and made such “frightful gashes” in them.
As we passed over this noble reach of the river
Chumbul in a ferry-boat, the boatman told us of the
magnificent bridge formed here by the Byza Bae
for Lord William Bentinck in the year 1832, from

10
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boats brought down from ‘Agra for the purpose.
“ Little,” said they, « did it avail her with the Gover-
nor-general in her hour of need I”

The town of Dholepore lies some short way in
from the north bank of the Chumbul, at the extre-
mity of a range of sandstone hills which runs diago-
nally across that of Gwalior. This range was once
capped with basalt, and some boulders are still found
upon it in a state of rapid decomposition. It was
quite refreshing to see the beautiful mango groves on
the Dholepore side of the river, after passing through
a large tract of country in which no tree of any kind
was to be seen. On returning from along ride over
the range of sandstone hills the morning after we
reached Dholepore, I passed through an encamp-
ment of camels taking rude iron from some mines in
the hills to the south towards Agra. They waited
here within the frontier of a native state for a pass
from the Agra custom-house, lest any one should,
after they enter our frontier, pretend that they were
going to smuggle it, and thus get them into trouble.
“Are you not,” said I, “afraid to remain here so
near the ravines of the Chumbul, where thieves are
said to be so numerous? “Not at all,” replied
they. “I suppose thieves do not think it worth
while to steal runde iron? “Thieves, sir, think it
worth their while to steal anything they can get,
but we do not fear them much here.” “ Where then
do you fear them much?” “We fear them when
we get into the Company’s territories.” “ And,how
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is this, when we have good police establishments,
and the Dholepore people none?” ¢ When the
Dholepore people get hold of a thief, they make him
disgorge all that he has got of our property for s,
and they confiscate all the rest that he has for them-
selves ; and cut off his nose or his hands, and turn
him adrift to deter others. You, on the contrary,
when you get hold of a thief, worry us to death in the
prosecution of your courts; and when we have proved
the robbery to your satisfaction, you leave all this
ill-gottten wealth to his family, and provide him with
good food and clothing yourselves, while he works
for you a couple of years on the roads. The con-
sequence is, that here fellows are afraid to rob a
traveller if they find him at all on his guard, as we
generally are; while in your districts they rob us
where and when they like.” ¢ But, my friends, you
are sure to recover what we do get of your property -
from the thieves.” “ Not quite sure of that neither,”
said they; “for the greater part is generally ab-
sorbed on its way back to us through the officers of
your court ; and we would always rather put up with
the first loss, than run the risk of a greater by pro-
secution, if we happen to get robbed within the
Company’s territories.” The loss and annoyance to
which prosecutors and witnesses are subject in our
courts, are a source of very great evil to the country.
They enable police officers everywhere to grow rich
upon the concealment of crimes. The man who
has been robbed will bribe them to conceal the
VOL. IL c
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robbery, that he may escape the further loss of the
prosecution in our courts, generally very distant;
and the witnesses will bribe them, to avoid attending
to give evidence; the whole village communities
bribe them, because every man feels that they have
the power of getting him summoned to the court in
some capacity or other if they like; and that they
will certainly like to do so if not bribed. The ob-
stacles which our system opposes to the successful
prosecution of robbers of all denominations and
descriptions, deprive our government of all popular
support in the administration of criminal justice ; and
this is considered everywhere to be the worst, and in-
deed the only radically bad feature of our government.
No magistrate hopes to get a final conviction against
one in four of the most atrocious gang of robbers and
murderers of his district, and his only resource is in
the security laws which enable him to keep them in a
jail under a requisition of security for short periods.
To this an idle or apathetic magistrate will not have
recourse; and under him these robbers have a free
license.

In England, a judicial acquittal does not send
back the culprit to follow the same trade in the
same field as in India ; for the published proceedings
of the court bring down upon him the indignation of
society—the moral and religious feelings of his fellow
men are arrayed against him, and from these salutary
checks no flaw in the indictment can save him. Not
so in India. There no moral or religious feelings in-
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terpose to assist or to supply the deficiencies of the
penal law. Provided he eats, drinks, smokes,
marries, and makes his offerings to his priest accord-
ing to the rules of his caste, the robber and the mur-
derer incurs no odium in the circle in which he
moves, either religious or moral, and this is the only
circle for whose feelings he has any regard.

The man who passed off his bad coin at Duteea,
passed off more at Dholepore while my advanced
people were coming in, pretending that he wanted
things for me, and was in a great hurry to be ready
with them at my tents by the time I came up.
The bad rupees were brought to a native officer
of my guard, who went with the shopkeepers in
search of the knave, but he could nowhere be found.
The gates of the town were shut up all might at my
suggestion, and in the morning every lodging-house
in the town was searched for him in vain—he had
gone on. I had left some sharp men behind me, ex-
pecting that he would endeavour to pass off his bad
money immediately after my departure; but in ex-
pectation of this he was now evidently keeping a
little in advance of me. I sent on some men with
the shopkeepers whom he had cheated to our next
stage, in the hope of overtaking him ; but he had left
the place before they arrived without passing any of
his bad coin, and gone on to Agra. The shop-
keepers could not be persuaded to go any further
after him, for if they caught him, they should, they
said, have infinite trouble in prosecuting him in our

c 2
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courts, without any chance of recovering from him
what they had lost !

On the 29th, we remained at Dholepore to receive
and return the visits of the young Rajah, or, as he is
called, the young Rana, a lad of about fifteen years
of age, very plain, and very dull. He came about
ten o'clock in the forenoon with a very respectable
and well-dressed retinue, and a tolerable show of
elephants and horses. The uniforms of his guards
were made after those of our own soldiers, and did
not please me half so much as those of the Duteea
guards, who were permitted to consult their own
tastes ; and the music of the drums and fifes seemed
to me infinitely inferior to that of the mounted min-
strels of my old friend Pareechut. The lad had with
him about a dozen old public servants entitled to
chairs, some of whom had served his father above
thirty years; while the ancestors of others had
served his grandfathers and great grandfathers, and
1 could not help telling the lad in their presence,
“ That these were the greatest ornament of a prince’s
throne, and the best signs and pledges of a good
government.” They were all evidently much pleased
at the compliment, and I thought they deserved to
be pleased, from the good character they bore among
the peasantry of the country. I mentioned that I
had understood the boatman of the Chumbul at
Dholepore never caught or ate fish. The lad seemed
embarrassed, and the minister took upon himself to
reply, “That there was no market for it, since the
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Hindoos of Dholepore never ate fish, and the Maho-
medans had all disappeared.” I asked the lads
“ Whether he was fond of hunting * He seemed
again confounded; and the minister said, «“ That his
highness never either hunted or fished, as people of
his caste were prohibited from destroying life.” “ And
yet,” said I, *“they have often showed themselves
good soldiers in battle.” They were all pleased
again, and said, “That they were not prohibited
from killing tigers; but that there was no jungle of
any kind near Dholepore, and, consequently, no
tigers to be found.” The Jats are descendants of the
Getae, and were people of very low caste, or rather
of no caste at all among the Hindoos; and they are
now trying to raise themselves by abstaining from
eating and killing animals. Among Hindoos this ie
everything; a man of low caste is a man who “sub
kooch khata,” sticks at nothing in the way of eat-
ing; and a man of high caste, is a man who abstains
from eating anything but vegetable or farinaceous
food: if at the same time he abstains from using in
his cook-room all woods but one, and has that one
washed before he uses it, he is canonized. Having
attained to military renown and territorial dominion,
in the usual way, by robbery, the Jats naturally
enough seek the distinction of high caste, to enable
them the better to enjoy their position in society.
It had been stipulated that I should walk to the
bottom of the steps to receive the Rana, asis the
usage on such occasions, and carpets were accordingly
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spread thus far. Here he got out of his chair, and
I led him into the large room of the bungalow,
which we occupied during our stay, followed by all
his and my attendants. The bungalow had been
built by the former British resident at Gwalior, the
Honourable R. Cavendish, for his residence during
the latter part of the rains when Gwalior is consi-
dered to be unhealthy. At his departure, the Rana
purchased this bungalow for the use of European
gentlemen and ladies passing through his capital.

In the afternoon, about four o’clock, I went to
return his visit, in a small palace not yet finished, a
pretty piece of miniature fortification, surrounded by
what they call their chownee, or cantonments. The
streets are good, and the buildings neat and sub-
stantial ; but there is nothing to strike or particularly
interest the stranger. The interview passed off with-
out anything remarkable ; and I was more than ever
pleased with the people by whom this young chief is
surrounded. Indeed, I had much reason to be
pleased with the manners of all the people on this
side of the Chumbul. They are those of a people
well pleased to see English gentlemen among them,
and anxious to make themselves useful and agreeable
to us. They know that their chief is indebted to
the British government for all the country he has,
and that he would be swallowed up by Scindhea’s
greedy army were not the sevenfold shield of the
honourable Company spread over him. His esta-
blishments, civil and military, like those of the Bun-
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delcund chiefs, are raised from the peasantry and
yeomanry of the country; who all, in consequence,
feel an interest in the prosperity and independent
respectability of their chief. On the Gwalior side,
the members of all the public establishments know
and feel, that it is we who interpose and prevent
their master from swallowing up all his neighbours,
and thereby having increased means of promoting
their interest and that of their friends; and they
detest us all most cordially in consequence. The
peasantry of the Gwalior territories seem to consider
their own government a kind of minotaur, which
they would be glad to see destroyed, no matter how
or by whom ; since it gives no lucrative or honour-
able employment to any of their members, so as to
interest either their pride or their affections; nor
throws back among them for purposes of local
advantage, any of the produce of their land and
labour which it exacts. It is worthy of remark, that
though the Dholepore chief is peculiarly the creature
of the British government, and indebted to it for all
he has or ever will have, and though he has never had
anything, and never can have or can hope to have
anything, from the poor pageant of the house of
Tymour, who now sits on the throne of Delhi,—yet
on his seal of office he declares himself to be the
slave and creature of that imperial “warrior for the
Saith of Islam.” As he abstains from eating the
good fish of the river Chumbul to enhance his claim
to caste among Hindoos, so he abstains from acknow-
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ledging his deep debt of gratitude to the honourable
Company, or the British government, with a view to
give the rust ofage to his rank and title —to acknow-
ledge himself a creature of the British government,
were to acknowledge that he was a man of yesterday
—to acknowledge himself the slave of the Emperor,
is to claim for his poor veins “ the blood of a line of
kings.” The petty chiefs of Bundelcund, who are
in the same manner especially dependent on the
British government, do the same thing.

At Dholepore, there are some noble old mosques
and mausoleums built three hundred years ago, in
the reign of the Emperor Hoomaeon, by some great
officers of his government, whose remains still rest
undisturbed among them, though the names of their
families have been for many ages forgotten, and no
men of their creed now live near to demand for them
the respect of the living. These tombs are all elabo-
rately built and worked out of the fine freestone of
the country ; and the trellis work upon some of their
stone screens, is still as beautiful as when first made.
There are Persian and Arabic inscriptions upon all
of them; and I found from them that one of the
mosques had been built by the Emperor Shah Jehan
in A. p. 1634, when he little dreamed that his three
sons would here meet to fight the great fight for the
throne, while he yet sat upon it.
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CHAPTER III.

INFLUENCE OF ELECTRICITY ON VEGETATION—AGRA AND
ITS BUILDINGS.

O~ the 30th and 31st, we went twenty-four miles
over a dry plain, with a sandy soil covered with ex-
cellent crops where irrigated, and very poor ones
where not. We met several long strings of camels
carrying grain from Agra to Gwalior. A single man
takes charge of twenty or thirty, holding the bridle
of the first, and walking on before its nose. The
bridles of all the rest are tied one after the other to
the saddles of those immediately before them, and
all move along after the leader in single file.
Water must tend to attract and to impart to vege-
tables a good deal of electricity and other vivifying
powers that would otherwise lie dormant in the
earth at a distance from their roots. The mere
circumstance of moistening the earth from within
reach of the roots, would not be sufficient to account
for the vast difference between the crops of fields
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that are irrigated, and those that are not. One day,
in the middle of the season of the rains, I asked ﬂly
gardener, while walking with him over my grounds,
how it was that some of the fine clusters of bamboos
had not yet begun to throw out their shoots. “We
have not yet had a thunder-storm, sir,” replied the
gardener. “What in the name of God has the
thunder-storm to do with the shooting of the bam-
boos ?” asked I in amazement. “I don’t know, sir,”
said he, “but certain it is, that no bamboos begin to
throw out their shoots well till we get a good deal
of thunder and lightning.” The thunder and light-
ning came, and the bamboo shoots soon followed in
abundance. It might have been a mere coincidence ;
or the tall bamboos may bring down from the pass-
ing clouds and convey to the roots the electric fluid
they require for nourishment, or for conductors of
nourishment.* 1In the Isle of France, people have a
notion that the mushrooms always come up best after
a thunder-storm. Electricity has certainly much
more to do in the business of the world than we are
yet aware of, in the animal, mineral, and vegetable
developements.

At our ground this day, I met a very re-
spectable and intelligent native revenue officer

* Tt is not perhaps generally known, though it deserves to be
s0, that the bamboo seeds only once, and dies immediately after
seeding. All bamboos from the same seed die at the same time,
wherever they may have been planted. The life of the common
large bamboo is about fifty years.
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who had been employed to settle some boundary
disputes between the yeoman of our territory
and those of the adjoining territory of Dholepore.
“ The honourable Company’s rights and those of its
yeomen must,” said he, “be inevitably sacrificed in
all such cases; for the Dholepore chief, or his minis-
ter, says to all their witnesses, ¢ You are of course
expected to speak the truth regarding the land in
dispute ; but, by the sacred stream of the Ganges, if
you speak 8o as to lose this estate one inch of it, you
lose both your ears '—and most assuredly would they
lose them,” continued he, “if they were not to swear
most resolutely, that all the land in question be-
longed to Dholepore. Had I the same power to cut
off the ears of witnesses on our side, we should meet
onequal terms. Were I to threaten to cut them
off they would laugh in my face.” There was much
truth in what the poor man said, for the Dholepore
witnesses always make it appear that the claims of
their yeomen are just and moderate, and a salutary
dread of losing their ears operates no doubt very
strongly. The threatened punishment of the prince
is quick, while that of the gods, however just, is cer-
tainly very slow—* ut sit magna, tamen certe lenta
ira Deorum est.”

On the 1st of January, 1836, we went on sixteen
miles to Agra, and when within about six miles of
the city, the dome and minaret of the Taj opened
upon us from behind a small grove of fruit trees,
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close by us on the side of the road. The morning
was not clear, but it was a good one for a first sight
of this building, which appeared larger through the
dusty haze than it would have done through a clear
sky. For five and twenty years of my life had I
been looking forward to the sight now before me.
Of no building on earth had I heard so much as of
this, which contains the remains of the Emperor
Shah Jehan, and his wife ; the father and mother of
the children, whose struggles for dominion have been
already described. . We had ordered our tents to be
pitched in the gardens of this splendid mausoleum,
that we might have our full of the enjoyment which
everybody seemed to derive from it ; and we reached
them about eight o’clock. I went over the whole
building before I entered my tent; and from the
first sight of the dome and minarets on the distant
horizon, to the last glance back from my tent-ropes
to the magnificent gateway that forms the entrance
from our camp to the quadrangle in which they
stand, I can truly say that everything surpassed my
expectations. I at first thought the dome formed
too large a portion of the whole building; that its
neck was too long and too much exposed ; and that
the minarets were too plain in their design; but
after going repeatedly over every part, and examining
the tout ensemble from all possible positions, and in
all possible lights, from that of the full moon at mid-
night in a cloudless sky, to that of the noon-day
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sun, the mind seemed to repose in the calm per-
suasion, that there was an entire harmony of parts, a
faultless congregation of architectural beauties, on
which it could dwell for ever without fatigue.

After my quarter of a century of anticipated
pleasure, I went on from part to part in the expec-
tation that I must by-and-by come to something
that would disappoint me; but no, the emotion
which one feels at first is never impaired: on the
contrary, it goes on improving from the first coup
d'@il of the dome in the distance, to the minute in-
spection of the last flower upon the screen round
the tomb. One returns and returns to it with un-
diminished pleasure; and though at every return
one’s attention to the smaller parts becomes less and
less, the pleasure which he derives from the contem-
plation of the greater, and of the whole collectively,
seems to increase; and he leaves it with a feeling of
regret, that he could not have it all his life within
his reach ; and of assurance that the image of what
he has seen can never be obliterated from his mind
“ while memory holds her seat.” I felt that it was
to me in architecture what Kemble and his sister,
Mrs. Siddons, had been to me a quarter of a century
before in acting, something that must stand alone—
something that I should never cease to see clearly in
my mind’s eye, and yet never be able clearly to
describe to others.

The Emperor and his Queen lie buried side by
gide in a vault beneath the building, to which we
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descend by a flight of steps. Their remains are
covered by two slabs of marble; and directly over
these slabs, upon the floor above, in the great centre
room under the dome, stand two other slabs, or ceno-
taphs, of the same marble exquisitely worked in
mosaic. Upon that of the Queen, amid wreaths of
flowers, are worked in black letters passages from
the Koran; one of which, at the end facing the en-
trance, terminates with, “ And defend us from the
tribe of unbelievers;” that very ¢ribe which are now
gathered from all quarters of the civilized world, to
admire the splendour of the tomb which was raised
to perpetuate her name.* On the slab over her
husband, there are no passages from the Koran;
merely mosaic work of flowers, with his name, and
the date of his death. I asked some of the learned
Mahomedan attendants, the cause of this difference ;
and was told, that Shah Jehan had himself designed
the slab over his wife, and saw no harm in inscribing
the words of God upon it; but that the slab over
himself was designed by his more pious son, Ourung-
zebe, who did not think it right to place these koly
words upon & stone which the foot of man might
some day touch, though that stone covered the re-
mains of his own father.t Such was this “man of

* No European had ever before, I believe, noticed this.

+ The Empress had been a good deal exasperated against the
Portuguese and Dutch, by the treatment her husband received
from them when a fugitive, after an unsuccessful rebellion against
his father; and her hatred to them extends, in some degree, to
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prayers,” this Nemazee, as Dara called him, to the
last. He knew mankind well, and above all that
part of them which he was called upon to govern;
and which he governed for forty years with so much
ability.

The slab over the Queen occupies the centre of
the apartments above, and in the vault below, and
those over her husband lie on the left as we enter.
At one end of the slab in the vault, her name is in-
wrought, “Moontaj i mahul, Ranoo Begum,” the
orrament of the palace, Ranoo Begum; and the
date of her death, 1631. That of her husband and
the date of his death, 1666, are inwrought upon the
other. She died in giving birth to a daughter, who
is said to bave been heard crying in the womb by
herself and her other daughters. She sent for the
Emperor, and told him, “that she believed no
mother had ever been known to survive the birth of
a child so heard, and that she felt her end was near.
She had,” she said, “only two requests to make :
first, that he would not marry again after her death,
and get children to contend with hers for his favour
and dominions; and secondly, that he would build
for her the tomb with which he had promised to
perpetuate her name.” She died in giving birth to
the child, as might have been expected, when the
Emperor in his anxiety called all the midwives of
the city, and all his secretaries of state and privy
all Christians, whom she considered to be included in the term

kajer, or unbeliever.

5
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counsellors to prescribe for her! Both her dying
requests were granted. Her tomb was commenced
upon immediately. No woman ever pretended to
supply her place in the palace; nor had Shah Jehan,
that we know of, children by any other. Tavernier
saw this building commenced and finished ; and tells
us, that it occupied twenty thousand men for twenty-
two years. The mausoleum itself and all the build-
ings that appertain to it, cost 3,17,48026, three
crore, seventeen lacks, forty-eight thousand and
twenty-six rupees, or 3,174,802 pounds sterling ;—
three million, one hundred and seventy-four thousand,
eight hundred and two! I asked my wife, when
she had gone over it, what she thought of the build-
ing? “I cannot,” said she, “ tell you what I think,
for I know not how to criticise such a building, but
I can tell you what I feel. I would die to-morrow
to have such another over me!” This is what many
a lady has felt, no doubt.

The building stands upon the north side of a large
quadrangle, looking down into the clear blue stream
of the river Jumna, while the other three sides are
enclosed with a high wall of red sandstone. The
entrance to this quadrangle is through a magnificent
gateway in the south side opposite the tomb; and on
the other two sides are very beautiful mosques facing
inwards, and corresponding exactly with each other
in size, design, and execution. That on the left or
west side, is the only one that can be used as a
maosque or church ; because the faces of the audience,
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and those of all men at their prayers, must be turned
towards the tomb of their prophet to the west. The
pulpit is always against the dead wall at the back,
and the audience face towards it, standing with their
backs to the open front of the building. The church
on the east side is used for the accommodation of
visitors, or for any secular purpose; and was built
merely as a jowab (answer) to the real one. The
whole area is laid out in square parterres, planted
with flowers and shrubs in the centre, and with fine
trees, chiefly the cypress, all round the borders,
forming an avenue to every road. These roads are
all paved with slabs of freestone, and have, running
along the centre, a basin, with a row of jets d’eau in
the middle from one extremity to the other. These
are made to play almost every evening, when the
gardens are much frequented by the European
gentlemen and ladies of the station, and by natives
of all religions and sects. The quadrangle is from
east to west nine hundred and sixty-four feet; and
from north to south three hundred and twenty-
nine.

The mausoleum itself, the terrace upon which it
stands, and the minarets, are all formed of the finest
white marble inlaid with precious stones. The wall
around the quadrangle, including the river face of
the terrace, is made of red sandstone, with cupolas
and pillars of the same white marble. The inside
of the churches and apartments in and upon the walls
are all lined with marble or with stucco work that

VOL. II D
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looks like marble ; but on the outside, the red sand-
stone resembles uncovered bricks. The dazzling
white marble of the mausoleum itself rising over the
red wall, is apt, at first sight, to make a disagreeable
impression, from the idea of a whitewashed head to
an unfinished building; but this impression is very
soon removed, and tends perhaps to improve that
which is afterwards received from a nearer inspec-
tion. The marble was all brought from the Jeypore
territories upon wheeled carriages, a distance, I be-
lieve, of two or three hundred miles; and the sandstone
from the neighbourhood of Dholepore and Futtehpore
Secree. Shah Jehan is said to have inherited his par-
tiality for this colour from his grandfather, Akbar,
who constructed almost all his buildings from the same
stone, though he might have had the beautiful white
freestone at the same cost. What was figuratively
said of Augustus may be most literally said of Shah
Jehan: he found the cities (Agra and Delhi) all
brick, and left them all marble; for all the marble
buildings, and additions to buildings, were formed by
him.

This magnificent building and the palaces at Agra
and Delhi were, I believe, designed by Austin de
Bordeux, a Frenchman of great talent and merit, in
whose ability and integrity the Emperor placed much
reliance. He was called by the natives Oostan Eesau,
Nadir ol Asur, the wonderful of the age ; and for his
office of nuksha nuwees, or plan drawer, he received
a regular salary of onme thousand rupees a month,
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with occasional presents, that made his income very
large. He had finished the palace of Delhi, and the
mausoleum and palace of Agra; and was engaged in
designing a silver ceiling for one of the galleries in
the latter, when he was sent by the Emperor to
settle some affairs of great importance at Goa. He
died at Cochin on his way back; and is supposed to
have been poisoned by the Portuguese, who were ex-
tremely jealous of his influence at court. He left a
son by a native, called Mahomed Shureef, who was
employed as an architect on a salary of five hundred
rupees & month, and who became, as I conclude from
his name, a Mussulman. Shah Jehan had com-
menced his own tomb on the opposite side of the
Jumna ; and both were to have been united by a
bridge. The death of Austin de Bordeux, and the
wars between his sons that followed, prevented the
completion of these magnificent works.*

We were encamped upon a fine green sward out-
side the entrance to the south, in a kind of large
court, enclosed by a high cloistered wall, in which
all our attendants and followers found shelter.
Colonel and Mrs. King, and some other gentlemen,

* 1 would not be thought very positive upon this point. I
think I am right, but feel that I may be wrong. Tavernier says,
that Shah Jehan was obliged to give up his intention of com-
pleting a silver ceiling to the great hall in the palace, because
Austin de Bordeux had been killed, and no other person could
venture to attempt it. Oostan Eesau, in all the Persian accounts
stands first among the salaried architects.

D 2
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were encamped in the same place, and for the same
purpose; and we had a very agreeable party. The
band of our friend Major Godby’s regiment played
sometimes in the evening upon the terrace of the
Taj; but of all the complicated music ever heard upon
earth, that of a flute blown gently in the vault below,
where the remains of the Emperor and his consort
repose, as the sound rises to the dome amidst a hun-
dred arched alcoves around, and descends in heavenly
reverberations upon those who sit or recline upon
the cenotaphs above the vault, is perhaps the finest
to an inartificial ear. We feel as if it were from
heaven, and breathed by angels; it is to the ear what
the building itself is to the eye; but unhappily it
cannot, like the building, live in our recollections.
All that we can, in after life, remember is, that it
was heavenly, and produced heavenly emotions.

We went all over the palace in the fort, a very
magnificent building constructed by Shah Jehan, with-
in fortifications raised by his grandfather Akbar. The
fret-work and mosaic upon the marble pillars and
panels are equal to those of the Taj, or, if possible,
superior ; nor is the design or execution in any re-
spect inferior, and yet an European fecls, that he
could get a house much more commodious, and more
to his taste, for a much less sum than must have been
expended upon it. The Marquis of Hastings, when
Governor-General of India, broke up one of the most
beautiful of the marble baths of this palace to send
home to George IV. of England, then Prince
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Regent ; and the rest of the marble of the suite of
apartments from which it had been taken, with all
its exquisite fret-work and mosaic, was afterwards
sold by auction, on account of our government, by
order of the then Governor-General, Lord W. Ben-
tinck. Had these things fetched the price cxpected,
it is probable that the whole of the palace, and even
the Taj itself, would have been pulled down, and sold
in the same manner.

We visited the Motee MUSJld or pearl mosque.
It was built by Shah Jehan, entirely of white
marble; and completed, as we learn from an in-
scription on the portico, in the year aA.p. 1656.
There is no mosaic upon any of the pillars or
panels of this mosque; but the design and execu-
tion of the flowers in bas-relief -are exceedingly
beautiful. It is a chaste, simple, and majestic build-
ing; and is by some people admired even more than
the Taj, because they have heard less of it; and their
pleasure is heightened by surprise. We feel that it
is to all other mosques, what the Taj is to all other
mausoleums, a facile princeps. Few, however, go to
see the mosque of pearls more than once, stay as
long as they will at Agra; and when they go, the
building appears less and less to deserve their admi-
ration, while they go to the Taj as often as they can,
and find new beauties in it, or new feelings of plea-
sure from it, every time.*

* ] would, however, here enter my humble protest against the
quadrille and tiffin parties, which are sometimes given to the
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I went out to visit the tomb of the Emperor
Akbar, at Secundra, a magnificent building, raised
over him by his son, the Emperor Jehangeer. His
remains lie deposited in a deep vault under the
centre, and are covered by a plain slab of marble,
without fret-work or mosaic. On the top of the
building, which is three or four stories high, is ano-
ther marble slab corresponding with the one in the
vault below. This is beautifully carved, with the
“ Now Nubbey Nam”—the ninety-nine names or at-
tributes of the Deity—from the Koran. It is covered
by an awning, not to protect the tomb, but to de-
fend the “ words of God” from the rain, as my cice-
rone assured me. He told me that the attendants
upon this tomb used to have the hay of the large
quadrangle of forty acres, in which it stands, in ad-
dition to their small salaries, and that it yielded
them some fifty rupees a year; but the chief native
officer of the Taj establishment demanded half of the
sum, and when they refused to give him so much,
he persuaded his master, the European engineer, witk
much difficulty, to take all this hay for the public
cattle! “ And why could you not adjust such a

European ladies and gentlemen of the station at this imperial
tomb ; drinking and dancing are, no doubt, very good things in
their season, even in a hot climate, but they are sadly out of
place in a sepulchre, and never fail to shock the good feelings of
sober-minded people when given there. Good church musie gives
us great pleasure, without exciting us to dancing or drinking ; the
Taj does the same, at least to the sober-minded.
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AKBAR. 39

matter between you, without pestering the engineer ”

“ Is not this the way,” said he, with emotion, *that
Hindoostan has cut its own throat, and brought in
the stranger at all times? Have they ever had, or
can they ever have, confidence in each other, or let
each other alone to enjoy the little they have in
peace ?” Considering all the circumstances of time
and place, Akbar has always appeared to me among
sovereigns, what Shakspeare was among poets; and,
feeling as a citizen of the world, I reverenced the
marble slab that covers his bones, more perhaps than
I should that over any other sovereign with whose
history I am acquainted.



40

CHAPTER 1V.

NOOR JEHAN, THE AUNT OF THE EMPRESS NOOR MAHUL,
OVER WHOSE REMAINS THE TAJ IS BUILT.

I crossED over the river Jumna one morning to
look at the tomb of Etmad od Doulah, the most
remarkable mausolenm in the neighbourhood, after
those of Akbar and the Taj. On my way back, I
asked one of the boatmen, who was rowing me, who
had built what appeared to me a new dome within
the fort.

“ One of the Emperors, of course,” said he.

“ What makes you think so ?”

“ Because such things are made only by Em-
perors,” replied the man quietly, without relaxing his
pull at the oar. .

“ True, very true!” said an old Mussulman trooper,
with large white whiskers and mustachios, who had
dismounted to follow me across the river, with a
melancholy shake of the head, “ very true ; who but
Emperors could do such things as these ?”
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NOOR JEHAN. 41

Encouraged by the trooper, the boatman con-
tinued : “ The Jats and the Mahrattas did nothing
but pull down and destroy, while they held their
accursed dominion here ; and the European gentle-
men, who now govern, seem to have no pleasure in
building anything but factories, courts of justice, and
Jails.”

Feeling as an Englishman, as we all must some-
times do, be where we will, I could hardly help
wishing that the beautiful panels and pillars of the
bath-room had fetched a better price, and that
palace, Taj, and all at Agra, had gone to the ham-
mer—so sadly do they exalt the past, at the ex-
pense of the present, in the imaginations of the
people !

The tomb contains, in the centre, the remains of
Khwaja Aeeas, one of the most prominent characters
of the reign of Jehangeer, and those of his wife. The
remains of the other members of his family repose in
rooms all round them; and are covered with slabs
of marble richly cut. It is an exceedingly beautiful
building ; but a great part of the most valuable
- stones of the mosaic work have been picked out and
stolen ; and the whole is about to be sold by auction,
by a decree of the civil court, to pay the debt of the
present proprietor, who is entirely unconnected with
the family whose members repose under it, and
especially indifferent as to what becomes of their
bones. The building and garden in which it stands
were, some sixty years ago, given away, I believe, by
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Nujeef Khan, the prime minister, to one of his
nephews, to whose family it still belongs. Khwaja
Aeeas, a native of western Tartary, left that country
for India, where he had some relations at the impe-
rial court, who seemed likely to be able to secure
his advancement. He was a man of handsome per-
son, and of good education and address. He set out
with his wife, a bullock, and a small sam of money,
which he realized by the sale of all his other pro-
perty. The wife, who was pregnant, rode upon the
bullock, while he walked by her side. Their stock
of money had become exhausted, and they had been
three days without food in the great desert, when
she was taken in labour, and gave birth to a daughter.
The mother could hardly keep her seat on the bullock,
and the father had become too much exhaunsted to
afford her any support; and in their distress they
agreed to abandon the infant. They covered it over
with leaves, and towards evening pursued their
journey. When they had gone on about a mile, and
had lost sight of the solitary shrub under which they
had left their child, the mother, in an agony of grief,
threw herself from the bullock upon the ground, ex-
claiming, “ My child, my child !” Aeeas could not
resist this appeal. He went back to the spot, took
up his child, and brought it to its mother’s breast.
Some traveller soon after came up and relieved their
distress, and they reached Lahore, where the Em-
peror Akbar then held his court.

Asuf Khan, a distant relation of Aeeas, held a
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high place at court, and was much in the confidence
of the Emperor. He made his kinsman his private
secretary. Much pleased with his diligence and abi-
lity, Asuf soon brought his merits to the special no-
tice of Akbar, who raised him to the command of a
thousand horse, and soon after appointed him master
of the household. From this he was promoted after-
wards to that of Etmad od Doulah, or high treasurer,
one of the first ministers. The daughter, who had
been born in the desert, became celebrated for her
great beauty, parts, and accomplishments, and won
the affections of the eldest son of the Emperor, the
prince Saleem, who saw her unveiled, by accident, at
a party given by her father. She had been betrothed
before this to Shere Afgun, a Toorkaman gentleman
of rank at court, and of great repute for his high
spirit, strength, and courage. Saleem in vain en-
treated his father to interpose his authority to make
him resign his claim in his favour; and she became
the wife of Shere Afgun. Saleem dared not, during
his father’s life, make any open attempt to revenge
himself; but he, and those courtiers who thought it
their interest to worship the rising sun, soon made
his residence at the capital disagreeable, and he re-
tired with his wife to Bengal, where he obtained
from the governor the superintendency of the district
of Burdwan.

Saleem succeeded his father on the throne; and
no longer restrained by his rigid sense of justice, he
recalled Shere Afgun to court at Delhi. He was

7
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promoted to high offices, and concluded that time
had erased from the Emperor's mind all feelings of
love for his wife, and of resentment against his suc-
cessful rival—but he was mistaken : Saleem had never
forgiven him, nor had the desire to possess his wife at
all diminished. A Mahomedan of such high feeling
and station would, the Emperor knew, never survive
the dishonour, or suspected dishonour, of his wife ;
and to possess her he must make away with the hus-
band. He dared not do this openly, because he
dreaded the universal odium in which he knew it
would involve him; and he made several unsuccess-
ful attempts to get him removed, by means that
might not appear to have been contrived or executed
by his orders. At one time he designedly, in his
own presence, placed him in a situation where the
pride of the chief made him contend, single handed,
with a large tiger, which he killed; and at another
with a mad elephant, whose probosces he cut off
with his sword; but the Emperor’s motives in all
these attempts to put him foremost in situations
of danger, became so manifest, that Shere Afgun so-
licited, and obtained permission, to retire with his
wife to Bengal.

The governor of this province, Kutub, having been
made acquainted with the Emperor’s desire to have
the chief made away with, hired forty ruffians, who
stole into his house one night. There happened to
be nobody else in the house ; but one of the party,
touched by remorse on seeing so fine a man about to
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be murdered in his sleep, called out to him to defend
himself. He seized his sword, placed himself in one
corner of the room, and defended himself so well,
that nearly one-half of the party are said to have been
killed or wounded. The rest all made off, persuaded
that he was endowed with supernatural force. After
this escape he retired from Tanda, the capital of
Bengal, to his old residence of Burdwan. Soon after
Kutub came to the city with a splendid retinue, on
the pretence of making his tour of inspection through
the provinces under his charge, but, in reality, for
the sole purpose of making away with Shere Afgun,
who, as soon as he heard of his approach, came out
some miles to meet him on horseback, attended by
only two followers. He was received with marks of
great consideration, and he and the governor rode on
for some time side by side, talking of their mutual
friends, and the happy days they had spent together
at the capital. At last, as they were about to enter the
city, the governor suddenly called for his elephant of
state, and mounted, saying, * it would be necessary
for him to pass through the city, on the first visit, in
some state.” Shere sat on horseback while he
mounted, but one of the governor’s pikemen struck
his horse, and began to drive him before them.
Shere drew his sword, and seeing all the governor's
followers with their’s ready drawn to attack him, he
concluded at once that the affront had been put
upon him by the orders of Kutub, and with the de-
sign to provoke him to an unequal fight. Deter-
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mined to have his life first, he spurred his horse
upon the elephant, and killed Kutub with his spear.
He now attacked the principal officers, and five noble-
men of the first rank fell by his sword. All the
crowd now rolled back, and formed a circle round
Shere and his two companions, and galled them
with arrows and musket-balls from a distance. His
horse fell under him and expired; and having re-
ceived six balls and several arrows in his body, Shere
himself at last fell exhausted to the ground; and the
crowd, seeing the sword drop from his grasp, rushed
in and cut him to pieces.

His widow was sent, “ nothing loth,” to court, with
her only child, (a daughter.) She was graciously re-
ceived by the Emperor’s mother, and had apartments
assigned her in the palace; but the Emperor him-
self is said not to have seen her for four years, during
which time the fame of her beauty, talents, and ac-
complishments, filled the palace and city. After the
expiration of this time, the feelings, whatever they
were, which prevented his seeing her subsided ; and
when he at last surprised her with a visit, he found
her to exceed all that his imagination had painted
her since their last separation. In a few days their
marriage was celebrated with great magnificence ;
and from that hour the Emperor resigned the reins
of government almost entirely into her hands; and
till his death, under the name first of Noor Ma-
hul, light of the palace, and afterwards of Noor
Jehan, light of the world, she ruled the destinies of
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this great empire. Her father was now raised from
the station of high treasurer to that of prime minis-
ter. Her two brothers obtained the titles of Asuf Jah
and Ilkad Khan; and the relations of the family poured
in from Tartary, in search of employment, as soon as
they heard of their success. Noor Jehan had by
Shere Afgun, as I have stated, one daughter; but
she had never any child by the Emperor Jehan-
geer.

Asuf Jah became prime minister on the death of
his father ; and, in spite of his sister, he managed to -
secure the crown to Shah Jehan, the third son of
Jehangeer, who had married his daughter, the lady
over whose remains the Taj was afterwards built.
Jehangeer’s eldest son, Khosroo, had his eyes put out
by his father’s orders, for repeated rebellions to which
he had been instigated by a desire to revenge his
mother’s murder, and by the ambition of her brother,
the Hindoo prince Man Sing, who wished to see his
own nephew upon the throne; and by his wife’s
father, the prime minister of Akbar,Khan Azim. Noor
Jehan had invited the mother of Khosroo, the sister
of Rajah Man Sing, to look with her down a well in
the courtyard of her apartments by moonlight; and
as she did so she threw her in. As soon as she saw
that she had ceased to struggle she gave the alarm,
and pretended that she had fallen in by accident.
By the murder of the mother of the heir apparent,
she expected to secure the throne to a creature of
her own. Khosroo was treated with great kindness
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by his father, after he had been barbarously deprived
of his sight ; but when his brother, Shah Jehan, was
appointed to the government of southern India, he
pretended great solicitude about the comforts of his
poor blind brother, which he thought would not be
attended to at court, and took him with him to his
government in the Deccan, where he got him as-
sassinated, as the only sure mode of securing the
throne to himself. Purwez, the second son, died a
natural death, so also did his only son; and so also
Daneeal, the fourth son of the Emperor. Noor
Jehan’s daughter, by Shere Afgun, had married
Shahreear, a young son of the Emperor, by a con-
cubine ; and just before his death, he, at the instiga-
tion of Noor Jehan, named this son as his successor
in his will. He was placed upon the throne, and put
in possession of the treasury, and at the head of a
respectable army ; but the Empress’ brother, Asuf|
designed the throne for his own son-in-law, Shah
Jehan; and as soon as the Emperor died, he put up
as a puppet, to amuse the people till he could come
up with his army from the Deccan, Bolakee, the
eldest son of the deceased Khosroo. Shahreear’s
troops were defeated; he was taken prisoner, and
had his eyes put out forthwith; and the Empress
was put into close confinement. AsShah Jehan ap-
proached Lahore with his army, Asuf put his puppet,
Bolakee, and his younger brother, with the two
young sons of Daneeal, into prison, where they were
strangled by a messenger sent on for the purpose by
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Shah Jehan, under the sanction of Asuf.  This
measure left no male heir alive of the house of
Tamerlane in Hindoostan, save Shah Jehan him-
self, and his four sons. Dara was then thirteen
years of age, Shoojah twelve, Ourungzebe ten, and
Moorad four ; and all were present, to learn from their
father this sad lesson, that such of them who might be
alive on his death, save one, must, with their sons,
be hunted down and destroyed like mad dogs, lest
they might get into the hands of the disaffected, and
be made the tools of faction. Monsieur de Thevenot,
who visited Agra, as I have before stated, in 1666,
says, “ Some affirm that there are twenty-five thou-
sand christian families in Agra; but all do not agree
in that. The Dutch have a factory in the town, but
the English have now none, because it did not turn
to account.” The number must have been great, or
so sober a man as Monsieur Thevenot would not
have thought such an estimate worthy to be quoted
without contrgdiction. They were all, except those
connected with the single Dutch factory, maintained
from the salaries of office; and they gradually disap-
peared as their offices became filled with Mahomedans
and Hindoos. The duties of the artillery, its arsenals,
and foundries, were the chief foundation upon which
the superstructure of Christianity then stood in India.
These duties were everywhere entrusted exclusively
to Europeans, and all Europeans were Christians, and
under Shah Jehan permitted freely to follow their
own modes of worship. They were, too, Roman
VOL. IL E
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Catholics, and spent the greater part of their in-
comes in the maintenance of priests. But they could
never forget that they were strangers in the land, and
~ held their offices upon a precarious tenure; and, con-
sequently, they never felt disposed to expend the little
wealth they had in raising durable tombs, churches,
and other public buildings, to tell posterity who or
what they were. Present physical enjoyment, and
the prayers of their priests for a good berth in the
next world, were the only objects of their ambition.
Mahomedans and Hindoos soon learned to perform
duties which they saw bring to the Christians so
much of honour and emolument ; and as they did so,
they necessarily sapped the walls of the fabric.
Christianity never became independent of office in
India, and I am afraid never will: even under our
rale it still mainly rests upon that foundation.
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CHAPTER V.

FATHER GREGORY'S NOTION OF THE IMPEDIMENTS TO CON-
VERSION IN INDIA—INABILITY OF EUROPEANS TO SPEAK
EASTERN LANGUAGES.

FaTHER GREGORY, the Roman Catholic priest,
dined with us one evening, and Major Godby took
occasion to ask him at table, “ What progress our re-
ligion was making among the people?”

“ Progress!” said he ; “ why what progress can we
ever hope to make among a people, who, the moment
we begin to talk to them about the miracles per-
formed by Christ, begin to tell us of those infinitely
more wonderful performed by Krishna, who lifted
a mountain upon his little finger, as an umbrella, to
defend his shepherdesses, at Gwerdham, from a
shower of rain.”

The Hindoos never doubt any part of the miracles
and prophecies of our scripture—they believe every
word of them ; and the only thing that surprises them
is, that they should be so much less wonderful than

E 2
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those of their own scriptures, in which also they impli-
citly believe. Men who believe that the histories of
the wars and amours of Ram and Krishna, two of the
incarnations of Vishnoo, were written some fifty
thousand years before these wars and amours actually
took place upon the earth, would of course easily be-
lieve in the fulfilment of any prophecy that might be
related to them out of any other book; and, as to
miracles, there is absolutely nothing too extraordi-
nary for their belief. If a Christian of respectability
were to tell a Hindoo, that, to satisfy some scruples
of the Corinthians, St. Paul had brought the sun and
moon down upon the earth, and made them rebound
off again into their places, like tennis balls, without
the slightest injury to any of the three planets, I do
not think he would feel the slightest doubtof the truth
of it; but he would immediately be put in mind of
something still more extraordinary that Krishna did
to amuse the milk-maids, or to satisfy some sceptics
of his day, and relate it with all the naiveté ima-
ginable.

Isaw at Agra, Mirza Kam Buksh, the eldest son
of Sooleeman Shekoh, the eldest son of the brother
of the present Emperor. He had spent a season with
us at Jubbulpore, while prosecuting his claim to an
estate against the Rajah of Rewah. The Emperor,
Shah Alum, in his flight before our troops from
Bengal, 1762, struck off the high road to Delhi, at
Mirzapore, and came down to Rewah, where he
found an asylum during the season of the rains with
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the Rewah Rajah, who assigned for his residence the
village of Mukunpore. His wife, the empress, was
here delivered of a son, the present Emperor of Hin-
doostan, Akbar Shah; and the Rajah assigned to
him and to his heirs for ever the fee simple of this
village. As the members of this family increased in
geometrical ratio, under the new system, which gave
them plenty to eat with nothing to do, the Emperor
had of late been obliged to hunt round for little ad-
ditions to his income; and in his search he found
that the village of Mukunpore gave name to a per-
gunnah, or little district, of which it was the capital ;
and that a good deal of merchandize passed through
this district, and paid heavy duties to the Rajah.
“ Nothing,” he thought, “ would be lost by trying to
get the whole district instead of the village ;” and for
this purpose he sent down Kam Buksh, the ablest
man of the whole family, to urge and prosecute his
claim; but the Rajah was a close, shrewd man, and
not to be done out of his revenue, and Kam Buksh
was obliged to return minus some thousand rupees,
which he had spent in attempting to keep up ap-
pearances.

The best of us Europeans feel our deficiencies in
conversation with Mahomedans of high rank and
education, when we are called upon to talk upon
subjects beyond the every-day occurrences of life:
A Mahomedan gentleman of education is tolerably
well acquainted with astronomy.as it was taught by
Ptolemy; with the logic and ethics of Aristotle and
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Plato, with the works of Hippocrates and Galen,
through those of Avacenna, or as they call him,
Booalee Slq?‘na; and he is very capable of talking
upon all subjects of philosophy, literature, science,
and the arts, and very much inclined to do so, and
of understanding the nature of the improvements
that have been made in them in modern times. But,
however capable we may feel of discussing these
subjects, or explaining these improvements in our
own language, we all feel ourselves very much at a
loss when we attempt to do it in theirs. Perhaps
few Europeans have mixed and conversed more
freely with all classes than I have; and yet 1 feel
myself sadly deficient when I enter, as I often do,
into discussions with Mahomedan gentlemen of edu-
cation, upon the subject of the character of the go-
vernments and institutions of different countries—
~ their effects upon the character and condition of the
people; the arts and the sciences; the faculties and
operations of the human mind; and the thousand
other things which are subjects of every day con-
versation among educated and thinking men in our
own country. I feel that they could understand me
quite well if I could find words for my ideas; but
these I cannot find, though their languages abound
in them; nor have I ever met the European gentle-
man who could. East Indians can; but they com-
monly want the ideas as much as we want the lan-
guage. The chief cause of this deficiency is the
want of sufficient intercourse with men in whose
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presence we should be ashamed to appear ignorant—
this is the great secret, and all should know and ac-
knowledge it ! SR

We are not ashamed to convey our orders to our
native servants in a barbarous language. Military
officers seldom speak to their Sepahees and native
officers about anything but arms, accoutrements, and
drill; or to other natives about anything but the
sports of the field; and as long as they are under-
stood, they care not one straw in what language they
express themselves. The conversation of the civil
servants with their native officers takes sometimes a
wider range ; but they have the same philosophical
indifference as to the language in which they attempt
to convey their ideas; and I have heard some of our
highest diplomatic characters talking, without the
slightest feeling of shame or embarrassment, to native
princes on the most ordinary subjects of every day’s
interest, in a language which no human being but
themselves could understand. We shall remain the
same till some change of system inspire us with
stronger motives to please and conciliate the edu-
cated classes of the native community. They may
be reconciled, but they can never be charmed out of
their prejudices or the errors of their preconceived
opinions by such language as the European gentle-
men are now in the habit of speaking to them. We
must learn their language better, or we must teach
them our own, before we can venture to introduce
among them those free institutions which would



56 RAMBLES AND RECOLLECTIONS.

oblige us to meet them on equal terms at the bar,
on the bench, and in the senate! Perhaps two of
the best secular works that were ever written upon
the faculties and operations of the human mind, and
the duties of men in their relations with each other,
are those of Imamod Deen, Ghuzzalee, and Nuseerod
Deen, of Thons. Their idol was Plato, but their
works are of a more practical character than his, and
less dry than those of Aristotle.

I may here mention the following among many
instances that occur to me of the amusing mistakes
into which Europeans are liable to fall in their
conversation with natives.

Mr.J. W n, of the Bengal civil service, com-
monly known by the name of Bead W , was
the honourable Company’s opium agent at Patna,
when I arrived at Dinapore, to join my regiment, in
1810. Hehad a splendid house, and lived in excel-
lent style; and was never so happy as when he had
a dozen young men from the Dinapore cantonments
living with him. He complained that year, as T was
told, that he had not been able to save more than
one hundred thousand rupees that season out of his
salary and commission upon the opium, purchased by
the government from the cultivators. The members
of the civil service, in the other branches of public
service, were all anxious to have it believed by their
countrymen, that they were well acquainted with
their duties, and able and willing to perform them ;
but the honourable Company’s commercial agents
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were, on the contrary, generally anxious to make
their countrymen believe that they neither knew nor
cared anything about their duties, because they were
ashamed of them. They were sinecure posts for the
drones of the service, or for those who had great in-
terest and no capacity. Had any young man made
it appear that he really thought W——n knew or
cared anything about his duties, he would certainly
. never have been invited to his house again; and if
any one really knew, certainly no one seemed to know,
that he had any other duty than that of entertaining
his guests !

No man ever spoke the native language so badly,
because no man had ever so little intercourse with
the natives; $nd it was, I have been told, to his
ignorance of the native languages, that his bosom
friend, Mr. P——st, owed his life on one occasion.
W. sat by the sick bed of his friend with unwearied
attention, for some days and nights, after the doctors
had declared his case entirely hopeless. He proposed
at last to try change of air, and take him on the river
Ganges. The doctors, thinking that he might as
well die in his boat on the river, as in his house in
Calcutta, consented to his taking him on board.
They got up as far as Hoogly, when P. said that
he felt better, and thought he could eat something.
What should it be? A little roasted kid perhaps.
The very thing that he was longing for! W. went
out upon the deck to give orders for the kid, that his
friend might not be disturbed by the gruff voice of
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the old “ Khansama,” (butler.) P. heard the con-
versation, however. “ Khansama,” said the Bean W,
“ you know that my friend Mr. P. is very ill ?”

“ Yes, sir.”

“ And that he has not eaten anything for a
month 7

“ A long time for a man to fast, sir.”

¢ Yes, Khansama, and his stomach is now become
very delicate, and could not stand anything strong.”

« Certainly not, sir.”

“ Well, Khansama, then he has taken a fancy to
a roasted mare,” (Mugdwan,) meaning a Hulwan, or
kid.

“ A roasted mare, sir !”

“ Yes, Khansama, a roasted mare, which you must
have nicely prepared.”

« What the whole, sir?”

« Not the whole at one time; but have the whole
ready, as there is no knowing what part he may like
best.”

The old butler had heard of the Tartars eating
their horses when in robust health, but the idea of a
sick man, not able to move in his bed without as-
sistance, taking a fancy to a roasted mare, quite
staggered him.

“ But, sir, I may not be able to get such a thing
as a mare at so short a notice ; and if I get her she
will be very dear.”

“ Never mind, Khansama, get you the mare, cost
what she will ; if she costs a thousand rupees my
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friend shall have her! He has taken a fancy to the
mare, and the mare he shall have, if she cost a thou-
sand rupees!”

The butler made his salaam, said he would do his
best, and took his leave, requesting that the boats
might be kept at the bank of the river till he came
back.

W. went into his sick friend, who, with great dif-
ficulty, managed to keep his countenance while he
complained of the liberties old servants were in the
habit of taking with their masters. “ They think
themselves privileged,” said Wy “ to conjure up dif-
ficulties in the way of everything that one wants to
have done.”

“ Yes,” said P——st, “ we like to have old and
faithful servants about us, particularly when we are
sick ; but they are apt to take liberties, which new
ones will not.”

In about two hours, the butler’s approach was an-
nounced from the deck, and W. walked out to scold
him for his delay. The old gentleman was coming
down over the bank, followed by about eight men
bearing the four quarters of an old mare. The
butler was very fat; and the proud consciousness of
having done his duty, and met his master’s wishes in
a very difficult and important point, had made him a
perfect Falstaff. He marshalled his men in front of
the cooking-boat, and then came towards his master,
who for some time stood amazed, and unable to

8
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speak. At last he roared out—* And what the devil
have you here ?”

“ Why the mare that the sick gentleman took a
fancy for; and dear enough she has cost me; not a
farthing less than two hundred rupees would the
fellow take for his mare.”

P—st could contain himself no longer; he
burst into an immoderate fit of laughter, during
which the abscess in his liver burst into the intes-
tines, and he felt himself suddenly relieved, as if by
enchantment. The mistake was rectified—he got
his kid ; and in ten days he was taken back to Cal-
cutta a sound man, to the great astonishment of all
the doctors.

During the first campaign against Nepaul, in 1815,
Colonel, now Major-General O. H., who commanded
the regiment, N. I. had to march with his regi-
ment through the town of Durbunga, the capital
of the Rajah, who came to pay his respects to
him. He brought a number of presents, but the
colonel, a high-minded, amiable man, never took
anything himself, nor suffered any person in his
camp to do so in the districts they passed through
without paying for it. He politely declined to take
anything of the presents ; but said, “ that he had heard
that Durbunga produced crows, (Konwas,) and should
be glad to get some of them if the Rajah could spare
them” —meaning coffee or Quhooa.

The Rajah stared, and said, “ that certainly they
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bhad abundance of crows in Durbunga; but he
thought they were equally abundant in all parts of
India.”

*“ Quite the contrary, Rajah Sahib, I assure you,”
said the colonel ; “there is not such a thing as a crow
to be found in any part of the Company’s domi-
nions that I have seen, and I have been all over
them.” :

“ Very strange,” said the Rajah, turning round to
his followers.

“ Yes,” replied they, it is very strange, Rajah
Sahib; but such is your Ikbal, (good fortune,)
and the blessings of your rule, that everything
thrives under it; and if the colonel should wish to
have a few crows we could easily collect them for
him.”

“If” said the colonel, greatly delighted, “you
could provide us with a few of these crows, we
should really feel very. much obliged to you; for
we have a long and cold campaign before us among
the bleak hills of Nepaul; and we are all fond of
crows.”

“Indeed,” returned the Rajah; « I shall be happy to
send you as many as you wish.” (Much and many is
expressed by the same term.)

“ Then we should be glad to have two or three
bags full, if it would not be robbing you.”

“ Not in the least,” said the Rajah; “I will
go home and order them to be collected imme-
diately.”
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In the evening, as the officers, with the colonel at
their head, were sitting down to dinner, a man came
up to announce the arrival of the Rajah’s present.
Three fine large bags were bought in, and the colonel
requested that one might be opened immediately.
It was opened accordingly, and the mess butler
(Khansama) drew out by the legs a fine old crow.
The colonel immediately saw the mistake, and
laughed as heartily as the rest at the result. A
polite message was sent to the Rajah, requesting
that he would excuse his having made it—for he had
had a dozen men out shooting crows all day with
their matchlocks. Few Europeans spoke the lan-
guage better than General , and I do not be-
lieve that one European in a thousand, at this mo-
ment, makes any difference, or knows any difference,
in the sound of the two terms.

Kam Buksh had one sister married to the King
of Oude, and another to Mirza Suleem, the younger
son of the Emperor. Mirza Suleem and his wife
could not agree, and a separation took place, and she
went to reside with her sister, the Queen of Oude.
The king saw her frequently; and finding her more
beautiful than his wife, he demanded her also in
marriage from her father, who resided at Lucknow,
the capital of Oude, on a pension of five thousand
rupees a month from the King. He would not con-
sent, and demanded his daughter; the King, finding
her willing to share his bed and board with her
sister, would not give her up. The father got his
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old friend, Colonel Gardiner, who had married a
Mahomedan woman of rank, to come down and
plead his cause. The king gave up the young
woman ; but at the same time stopped the father’s
pension, and ordered him and all his family out of
his dominions. He set out with Colonel Gardiner
and his daughter, on his road te Delhi, through
Khassgunge, the residence of the colonel, who was
one day recommending the prince to seek consola-
tion for the loss of his pension in the proud recollec-
tion of having saved the honour of the kouse of
Tamerlane, when news was brought to them that
the daughter had ran off from camp with his,
Colonel Gardiner’s, son James, who had accompanied
him to Lucknow. The prince and the colonel
mounted their horses, and rode after him; but they
were so much heavier and older than the young
ones, that they soon gave up the chase in despair.
Sooleeman Shekoh insisted upon the colonel imme-
diately fighting him, after the fashion of the Eng-
lish, with swords or pistols, but was soon persuaded
that the honour of the house of Tymour would be
much better preserved by allowing the offending
parties to marry.* The King of Oude was delighted
to find that the old man had been so punished;
and the queen no less so to find herself so sud-
denly and unexpectedly relieved from all dread of
her sister’s return. All parties wrote to my friend

* The colonel’s son has succeeded to his father’s estates,
and he and his wife are, I believe, very happy together.
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Kam Buksh, who was then at Jubbulpore; and he

"came off with their letters to me, to ask whether I
thought the incident might not be turned to account
in getting the pension for his father restored.



66

CHAPTER VI.

FUTTEHPORE SECREE—THE EMPEROR AKBAR’S PILGRIMAGE
—BIRTH OF JEHANGEER.

On the 6th January we left Agra, which soon after
became the residence of the Governor of the north-
western provinces, Sir Charles Metcalfe. It was
when I was there the residence of a civil commis-
sioner, a judge, a magistrate, a collector of land
revenue, a collector of customs, and all their assist-
ants and establishments. A brigadier commands
the station, which contained a park of artillery, one
regiment of European, and four regiments of native
infantry. Near the artillery practice-ground, we
passed the tomb of Jodha Baee, the wife of the
Emperor Akbar and the mother of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>